
My very first experience tubing was positively magical and is the inspiration for my entry!  I got 

in the water with a bunch of families that turned out to be a much larger crowd than I expected 

that day. Families with kids were tubing/swimming, laughing and splashing all over. I could 

barely hear the softer sound of water flowing over the low dam. Looking for a little less noise 

and activity, I maneuvered my giant yellow tube away from the joyful chaos toward the 

shoreline. There, in spite of all the loud human activities, I drifted near the shoreline, several 

young herons were practicing stillness, and then striking through the surface of the water to 

catch little fish. Baby wild bunnies hopped silently from bush to bush on the shore, munching 

small plants. Just below the water surface in the shadow of my tube, I could see hundreds of 

tiny fish. Adults and many babies were darting to catch and eat tiny bits floating in the water. 

Later that afternoon, what I originally thought was a bird, flew out of an oak tree toward me 

and stopped to hover over my head. When I looked up, I was blown away to see a Mexican free-

tailed bat for the first time! It was broad daylight and this adorable little bat was "chittering" at 

me and stayed overhead (about five feet up), for at least 3 minutes! That was magical!  That day, 

the whole river and shoreline was alive and put on a show I will never forget. I could not help 

but notice that every family, human and animal, was sharing a valuable resource, learning and 

navigating the water and life together.  Our waterways are such a vital part of life in Blanco 

County and we have a duty to cherish and protect the water, land, trees and air... keeping it safe 

for all to use and enjoy. 
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